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INTRODUCTION

We are realising the 9th one of the international coal congresses organized
by Zonguldak Branch of the Chamber of Mining Engineers of the Union of
Chambers of Engineers and Architects of Turkey, hereby, adding an extra
issue to the series of the proceedings which have been the most permanent
product of the congresses.

The most prominent peculiarity distinguishing this congress from the others, is
obviously the coincidence that the 9th congress is held in such a period during
which intensive political programmes have been forseen, targeting the
privatization or abolition of several Public Economic Enterprises (PEEs) and of
the Zonguldak Hard Coal Basin which had functioned as a tractive force for
the industrial development of our country. This liquidation campaign
beginning with the resolutions of 24th of January, 1980 under the guidance of
IMF and IBRD and continuing through those of 5th of 1994, will provide no
benefits for the national economy, else than the replacment of productive
sectors with trade and services and than the malignant growth of the 'off the
record' assets.

The responsibility for the recent negative situation of PEEs which have
nowadays been introduced as a ‘hunchback’ on the economy, belongs to
the political powers who had obstructed the rational and economical
management of PEEs in the past. Political pressure, irrational management
and lack of vital investments, have led the PEEs to the way of the present
situation of theirs.

The way of solution of the problems involved the PEEs and the Zonguldak Hard
Coal Basin, is definetely not the privatization and abolition.

Our chamber had conclusively emphasized the necessity of a complete
reconstruction in the Basin, in the Hard Coal Report dating back to the year
1972. Once again, after two decades, we suggest the reconstruction of the
Basin. The prerequisite for the reconstruction is missioning an autonomous
counsil to function as a desicion and execution mechanism and tj be formed
of the representatives of the Board, University, Union and the Chamber. |
cordially believe in the fact that the Basin will achieve to a much higher level
of productivity than ever and take a deserved place in the national
economy, with the help of the reconstruction and rehabilitation projects
launched by this mechanism.

Wishing a successful congress for tne benefit of our coal mining and our
suggestions to come true, | would like to thank to the executive committee
and to all of those who have strived hard for the realisation of the congress.

Enver KARACAM
Chairman of the Directorial Board
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